IF YOU ARE THE VICTIM OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, you can ask the
city or county prosecuting attorney to file
a criminal complaint. You also have the
right to file a petition in magistrate court
requesting an order for protection from
domestic abuse which could include any
of the following: (a) an order restraining
your abuser from further acts of abuse; (b)
an order directing your abuser to leave
your household; (c) an order preventing
your abuser from entering your residence,
school, business, or place of
employment; (d) an order awarding you
or the other parent custody of or visitation
with your minor child or children; and (e)
an order restraining your abuser from
molesting or interfering with  minor
children in your custody. The forms you
need to obtain a protection order are
available from the clerk of the district
court. The resources available in this
community for information relating to
domestic violence, treatment of injuries
and places of safety and shelters are
described in the accompanying brochure
printed by the Idaho Council on
Domestic Violence. You also have the
right to sue for losses suffered as a result
of the abuse, including medical and
moving expenses, loss of earnings or
support, and other out-of-pocket expenses
for injuries sustained and damage to your
property. This can be done without an
attorney in small claims court if the total
amount claimed is less than three
thousand dollars ($3,000) for actions
brought prior to January 1, 2001. The
maximum amount of suits brought in
small claims court on or after January 1,
2001 is four thousand dollars ($4,000).
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